
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) for the South Seattle 
College Foundation Scholarships 

 

Q: When can I apply? 

A: Applications are only accepted during the official application period.  For Fall 
Quarter 2018, applications are accepted from October 1st to October 29th, 2018.  
Applications submitted either before or after those dates will not be eligible for 
consideration. 

Q: What kind of scholarships are available? 

A: Scholarships are awarded based on factors such as Academic Merit, Financial 
Need, Program of Study, and School and Community Involvement. They are 
available for every type of college student. 

Q: Do I have to apply to all of the scholarships listed? 

A: No.  You complete and submit ONE application, and the system will 
automatically match you to the scholarships for which you are eligible. 

Q: Can I get help completing my application? 

A: You may find it helpful to attend a scholarship application workshop.  The 
schedule of workshops for the Fall Quarter application period can be found at the 
Information Desk in the Robert Smith Building Student Services lobby and in the 
Toolkit located here: http://www.southseattle.edu/foundation/support.aspx  

Q: Can I use my scholarship for books and/or living expenses? 

A: No. Foundation scholarships are tuition-only awards, based on the cost of 12 
credits for Washington residents at the time the award is made. Currently, that is 
$1,156 per quarter. 

http://www.southseattle.edu/foundation/support.aspx


Q: When will I receive the money? 

A: Foundation scholarships are non-cash awards that may not exceed the total 
cost for tuition (not including fees) and will be allocated quarterly between the 
Foundation and Financial Aid. Any remaining unused balance will not carry over. 

Q:  When can I use my scholarship? 

A: Scholarships are available for use the quarter following the award and for 
consecutive quarters thereafter (if the scholarship is more than one quarter of 
funding).  Funds must be used within one year after the award is made. 

Q: What if I don’t have a GPA at South Seattle College? 

A: If you do not have a GPA, enter 0.0 in the GPA field. 

Q: What if I don’t have a college transcript? 

A: If you don’t have a college transcript for South, please upload your current 
class schedule.   

If you are a recent high school graduate, submit your high school transcript.  If 
you have a transcript from another college, submit the most recent. 

Q: What if I can’t answer a question? 

A: If you don’t know the answer to a question use “N/A” (Not Applicable) or use 
0.0 for numerical answers. 

Q: My application has error messages when I try to submit it, what should I do? 

A: If you are getting an error message at the time of submission, make sure that 
questions marked with an * (asterisk) have been answered. 

Q: Where can I get more help? 

A: For further assistance, contact the Retention & Completion team at 

southcompletion@seattlecolleges.edu or stop by or call the Information Desk in 

the Student Services Lobby of the Robert Smith Building, 206.934.6684. 

mailto:southcompletion@seattlecolleges.edu


TIPS FOR SUCCESSFULLY SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION 

1. Use the “Scholarship Application Steps and Instructions” in the Toolkit. 

2. Incomplete applications will NOT be considered. To be complete, all questions 
must be answered, and your application must contain two recommendations. 

3. Applications submitted before the opening date or after the closing date of the 
Fall application period (from October 1 - October 29) will not be considered. 

4. The information you provide will be shared with the scholarship committee and 
may determine your eligibility for certain scholarships (e.g. program of study, 
family history, etc.) 

5. Many of the Foundation scholarships consider financial need. Be sure to 
accurately itemize your income and expenses. 

6. In the “Income” section, list YOURSELF first – include information ONLY about 
yourself.   Then list any other people who live in your household who contribute 
to your financial support (parents, brothers/sisters, children). 

7. In the “Expenses” section, include your own expenses as well as those of your 
dependents. A dependent is considered anyone you support, such as a child or 
other family member for whom you pay their expenses.  Do not include the 
expenses of the household in general, unless YOU are responsible for paying 
them. 

8. Note in your essay how others contribute to your support. 

9. TIP: If questions have this  symbol, hover your cursor over the icon to see 
the helpful tip or explanation. 

Recommendations 

 You must include TWO recommendations. At least one should be from a South 
Seattle College faculty or staff member. Please allow the person you are 
requesting the recommendation from at least two weeks to write the 
recommendation. Requesting recommendations should be one of the first 
things you do when you begin to work on the application. 



 
 It is your responsibility to ensure that your application contains two 

recommendations at the time of the deadline. This means it is up to you not 
only to REQUEST recommendations, but also to be sure they have been 
SUBMITTED. You can track this by logging into your account and checking the 
References tab. It is up to you to follow up with references to remind them to 
submit their recommendations by the deadline. 
 

 Use the Letter of Recommendation Request Form and the 
Recommendation/Reference Tips and Etiquette document in the Toolkit. 

Participation/Recognition  

 For the question box on participation/recognition that is prior to the personal 

essay section, please LIST in bullet points your participation in college and/or 

community activities and any recognition or awards you may have received. 

List activities or awards dating back approximately two years. (However, if 

your participation/recognition dates back further than two years, and it is 

significant to your story or important for the committee to know, please list it). 

What you list here does not need to be repeated in your personal essay. 

Personal Essay 

 Your personal essay is critical to your application. Please refer to the Personal 
Essay Tip Sheet in the Foundation Scholarship Toolkit. 
 

 Essays should be between 700 – 1000 words long. Applications with an essays 
shorter than 500 words will not be considered! 
 

 Make sure your essay is proofread by someone other than yourself! It is easy 
to miss mistakes in your own writing. The Writing Center at South is a good 
resource for help. 
 

 If you need help with the essay, consider attending one of the scholarship 
essay workshops offered during the Fall and Winter Quarter application 
periods. 

 



If You Are Awarded 

 Refer to the Application Steps and Instructions document in the Toolkit.  
 

 Three to four (3 to 4) weeks after the scholarship deadline, you will be notified 
via email if you were selected as a recipient. You will not be notified if you 
were not selected as a recipient. 
 

 Foundation scholarships are non-cash awards that may not exceed the total 
cost for tuition (not including fees) and will be allocated quarterly between the 
Foundation and Financial Aid. Any remaining unused balance will not carry 
over. 
 

 It is your responsibility to contact the Financial Aid office if you are receiving 
financial aid. Please consult with the Financial Aid office to confirm whether or 
not you are eligible to accept scholarship funds and to determine whether 
being awarded a scholarship will affect your financial aid award. 

 
 You must log in to your Academic Works account to accept or decline the 

award and complete the “Post Acceptance” questionnaire. 
 
 You are required to write a Thank You note to your donor. Upload your Thank 

You letter to your “Post Acceptance” questionnaire. 
 
 Scholarship recipients are required to attend the Friends of the College event 

in the spring of 2019. 
 

 Failure of a student to remain in good academic standing or to make 
satisfactory progress toward a degree may result in withdrawal of the 
scholarship. 
 

South Seattle College is in accordance with Washington state anti- discrimination 
laws, Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, and Section 504 ADA. 

 


