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College Receives Major Federal Grant
$2.4 million targets API student needs.

(Seattle, WA) A two-year, $2.4 million U.S. Department of Education grant awarded to South
Seattle Community College will help improve the success of low-income and underserved Asian
American and Pacific Islander (API) students. The college, one of only six, two- and four-year
institutions to receive this grant, has the distinction of being a federally-designated Asian
American/Native American/Pacific Islander-Serving Institution (AANAPISI), which requires
target population enrollment of 10 percent or above. Second-year grant funding is dependent on
successful completion of first-year objectives, which include development of sustainable and
reproducible strategies.

API students make up the majority of the college’s students of color and, according to Vice
President of Student Services Mark Mitsui, the grant will enable the college to not only increase
their access to higher education, but chances of success. Funds will be used to address four
major strategic categories:

1. Improve the API freshman experience through culturally relevant, family-connected
orientation, and creation of clustered learning communities.

2. Increase transition from ESL/ELL classes to college courses.

3. Improve retention rates, including creation of a virtual API resource center to collect best
practices from other institutions.

4. Improve transfer and graduation rates, including use of peer support techniques and
improved pathways to South’s four-year partner institutions.

“Ultimately, the best practices generated from this grant will provide models to support
retention, transfer, and graduation rates of all students,” said Mitsui. “As a matter of fact, any
South student will be able to access the services, courses and initiatives offered through the

grant.”
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South joins City College of San Francisco; University of Maryland, College Park; University of
Hawaii at Hilo; Foothill-DeAnza Community College; and Guam Community College as the
first recipients of this inaugural grant.

About South Seattle Community College

South Seattle Community College serves a multicultural population of 15,000 students each year
from an 87-acre, wooded campus in West Seattle, and satellite campuses in the Georgetown and
Beacon Hill communities. Its programs include college transfer, professional/technical careers,
distance learning, basic and transitional studies, and lifelong learning. The college also offers a
four-year Bachelor of Applied Science (BAS) degree in Hospitality Management. South is one of
the Seattle Community Colleges.

s
Media Inquiries:
(206) 768-6873 / coehler@sccd.ctc.edu


mailto:coehler@sccd.ctc.edu

CAMPUS COMMUNITY: The following press release, “College Receives Major Grant,” was sent to the
following media outlets:

Beacon Hill News/South District Journal, Northwest Source, Tacoma News Tribune, Highline Times/Des
Moines News, International Examiner, Northwest Asian Weekly/Seattle Chinese Post, Seattle Chinese
News, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, Seattle Times, Vashon-Maury Island Beachcomber, West Seattle
Herald/White Center News, West Seattle Blog, World Journal, Sentinel, SCCtv, Seattle Weekly, North
American Post, Soy Source, Youmaga, World Journal; Filipino American Herald, Puget Sound Business
Journal, Colors NW, West Seattle Blog, Community College Times, Rainier Valley Post, KING, KIRO,
KOMO, KCTS, KCPQ, KPLU; KUOW;KIRO NewsTalk 710; KOMO 1000; Washington CEO; Seattle
Metropolitan; AP; NY Times/Seattle; NW Public Radio; USA Today/Seattle; League for Innovation;
CASE; APl American Public Affairs Association; Commission on APA Affairs; Asian American
Journalist Association; Filipino Chamber of Commerce of Pacific Northwest

‘amyrolph@seattlepi.com’; 'bacohido@usatoday.com'; ‘becalvert@fisherradio.com’; 'bennett@case.org’;
‘capaa@capaa.wa.goVv'; ‘chineseseattlenews@yahoo.com’; ‘citydesk@seattlepi.com’;
‘connects@Kkcts9.org'; 'daisuke.wakabayashi@reuters.com'; 'david.zeeck@thenewstribune.com’;
‘e.lee@nwasianweekly.com'; 'editor@rainiervalleypost.com’; ‘editor@sdistrictjournal.com’;
‘editor@vashonbeachcomber.com’; ‘'email@jeninc.com’; ‘'emorris@kcts.org’;
‘hteditor@robinsonnews.com’; 'iexaminer@iexaminer.org'; 'info@apapa.org’; 'kcd@joongangseattle.com’;
'keckart@seattletimes.com'; 'kpost@nwlink.com'; 'ktimes@hotmail.com’; 'Ishaw@seattletimes.com’;
'mdembicki@aacc.nche.edu’; 'naomii@colorsnw.com’; 'national @aaja.org’; 'neil@league.org’;
'news@schusinessreport.com’; 'news@seattlemet.com’; 'news@seattleweekly.com’;
‘newsroom@kuow.org’; 'newstips@king5.com’; 'newstips@kirotv.com'; 'newstips@seattletimes.com’;
'nikkei@napost.com’; 'nperry@seattletimes.com’; ‘pgammell@bonneville.com’;
'rarquette@bonneville.com’; SCCTV; 'seattle@bizjournals.com’; Sentinel Editor;
'soysource@japanpacific.com’; 'stacyngu@nwasianweekly.com’; 'thanse@u.washington.edu’;
tips@komo4news.com’; 'tips@q13fox.com'; ‘westseattleblog@yahoo.com’;
‘wseditor@robinsonnews.com’; ‘wyard@nytimes.com'

206 242-3325
206 441-8325
206 621-1948
206 242-2140



