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SSCC Area Review


Area review offers faculty an opportunity to collect, review, and evaluate data about the courses and programs they teach.  This is a two-step process.  First, statistical data will be provided by the college research office.  Then, faculty should review and augment this information to determine whether institutional goals and student’s needs are met by these programs.  The college’s mission statement and student learning outcomes are essential components of this review.  


The final report should include an introduction; review of curriculum; review of area statistics; assessment; review of requirements for entry, progression, and graduation; conclusion, and comments from the unit administrator.  When completed, this report will be presented to the Curriculum and Instruction Committee for review.  It will also be a basis for the accreditation report.  

Checklist procedures and process for completing SSCC Academic Area Review

· Faculty and the unit administrator of a program area respond to and sign the SSCC Academic Area Review Form.  Include supplementary data as requested.

· Faculty and the unit administrator submit a computer disk of the updated course outlines to the VP of Instruction, or his or her designee, for approval.

· The unit administrator or faculty member submits the review to the Chair of the Curriculum and Instruction Committee, or his or her designee, and requests action on the proposal.
· The Chair routes the proposal to the VP of Instruction for initial approval and then submits the proposal to the Program/Area Review Subcommittee to take action.
· The Subcommittee acts on the proposal and makes recommendations of approval or disapproval to the whole committee at the next scheduled meeting.
· The Curriculum and Instruction Committee votes on the proposal.  The result of the vote is recorded in the minutes of the meeting.
· The VP of Instruction, CIC chair, faculty, unit administrator and members of the Program/Area Review Subcommittee sign the original program review document.
Academic Area Review Questions:

I. Introduction

A. Briefly describe your academic area and tell how the curriculum is consistent with the SSCC mission statement.  

B. How does this curriculum reflect the SSCC Student Learning Outcomes?

C. Please include names of all faculty (full and part time) teaching the courses, their degrees or certification, and subsequent professional development programs.

II. Curriculum

A. What are the strengths of the curriculum?

B. What areas need improvement?

C. What are the significant changes or revisions that have occurred in the curriculum in the last three years?

D. What was the basis for these changes/revisions?  (e.g. Research, Feedback from Advisory Committee, etc.)

E. Please provide:

1. A list of all subjects taught in the academic area showing how the courses are organized, if appropriate.

2. Course outlines for each program area offering.

3. Samples of syllabi from a range of courses and different faculty members.

4. Self-study guides for all distance learning courses.

F. Using statistical data provided by the Office of Research and Planning, comment on any significant changes that have occurred in the last three years (such as enrollment, average GPA per course, and full-time and part-time faculty ratios), and how does analysis of this data affect the curriculum?  

III. Requirements for Entry, Progression and Graduation

A. What are the appropriate entry requirements for courses in this academic area?

B. What are the expected student outcomes upon completion of the academic area?

C. What is the transferability of the courses within the academic area?

D. What are the articulation agreements in place for this academic area?

IV. Assessment

A. How are the following assessed (include discussion/results of mid-program assessment or tracking studies, if appropriate):
1. Academic Area Outcomes
2. Student Learning Outcomes
B. What changes have been made to the following based on assessment of data?

1. Courses

2. Area

3. Instruction

V. Concluding Remarks

A. What were the stated goals from the previous academic area review?  What is the status of each?
B. Based on this review, identify any changes to long range goals, describe an implementation plan for meeting them (include timeline), and identify the research that would prompt these changes.

C. What support services are available now (for example, library resources, computer classrooms, tutoring, counseling, student services, registration/advising, etc.)?  What additional services would be needed to accomplish these long range goals?

D. Please provide any additional information or comments not addressed previously.

This is to certify that the above criteria have all been met and all statements are accurate to the best of my knowledge.
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